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Alzheimer’s Disease Research  
to Be Featured on KQED’s QUEST

San Francisco public television station KQED’s innovative 
science series QUEST begins its second season in February with 
a story on Gladstone research on APOE 4 and Alzheimer’s dis-

ease planned to air in 
April. Robert Mahley 
and his team from the 
Center for Translational 
Research participated in 

2 days of filming for the story in November. Gladstone is proud 
to be a partner of the QUEST program and participates in story 
planning and an emerging educational outreach effort. For more 
information, visit http://www.kqed.org/quest.

Merle Sande Memorial Lecture  
Scheduled for February

The annual Merle Sande Lecture, sponsored by the Glad-
stone Institute of Virology and Immunology, will be delivered 
on Friday, February 8, 2008, in the Robertson Auditorium in 
the Rutter Center, UCSF Mission Bay campus. The speaker will 
be Anthony Fauci, MD, Director of the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and Chief of the NIAID 
Laboratory of Immunoregulation. Dr. Fauci’s lecture is titled 

“HIV/AIDS in 2008: Progress and Challenges.”

Dr. Warner Greene recently described 
the heroic work and spirit of Dr. Sande, 
who died on November 14, 2007, in 
his home in Seattle, Washington:

“We hold the annual Merle Sande Lec-
ture at the Gladstone Institute of Virol-
ogy and Immunology. Regrettably, from 
this day forward, this lecture will be 
renamed as the Merle Sande Memorial 
Lecture. Throughout his professional 

life, Merle was a shining example for the legions of young clini-
cians and scientists whose lives he touched in so many magical 
ways. Each of us is now left with our individual memories of 
Merle, but hopefully challenged with helping to complete his 
life’s work. His legacy is storied, but the final chapters of the 
Merle Sande book are not yet written. Today, I and his many 
friends and colleagues rededicate our efforts to realizing his 
dream of an African continent free of threat of HIV/AIDS.”

Gilead Sciences, Inc., and the Gladstone Institute of Virology 

and Immunology (GIVI) have announced a multi-year research 

collaboration focusing on the HIV Vif protein. Vif promotes 

destruction of a potent host antiviral factor which is critical 

for the effective growth and spread of the virus in infected 

patients. Gilead will collaborate with the laboratory of GIVI 

director Warner C. Greene in these studies.

Groundbreaking work in Dr. Greene’s lab revealed that Vif 

interferes with the potent antiviral function of a naturally oc-

curring cellular factor APOBEC3G (A3G), which if incorporated 

into budding HIV virions causes lethal mutations in the virus 

that blocks its ability to grow in the next cell.

Under the agreement, Gilead will provide undisclosed re-

search support as well as downstream royalty payments and 

milestone fees on inhibitors of Vif action resulting from the 

collaboration.

“If we are able to successfully target Vif, we can re-enable the 

potent antiviral activity of APOBEC3G. Such agents would rep-

resent an entirely new class of HIV antiviral drugs,” Dr. Greene 

said. “We are looking forward to a stimulating and productive 

collaboration with Gilead, which has been a leader in HIV drug 

development.”

“Gilead is very enthusiastic about our partnership with the 

Gladstone Institute of Virology and Immunology and Dr. 

Greene to investigate a novel mechanism of targeting HIV 

disease,” commented William Lee, PhD, senior vice president, 

Research for Gilead Sciences. “Although much progress 

has been made in the treatment of HIV and AIDS, ongoing 

research is necessary to ensure a next generation of medica-

tions to combat the virus.”

Gilead Sciences  
and Gladstone  
to Collaborate  
on HIV Targets

NEWS FROM 
THE CENTER FOR 
TRANSLATIONAL 
RESEARCH
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Gladstone communicates the findings of its studies to the larger research community by presentations at national and international 
scientific meetings and by publishing papers in scientific journals. Before a paper can be published, it must be carefully scrutinized by 

other scientists, a process known as peer review. Since 1979, Gladstone investigators have published over 1775 papers. 
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Grants Awarded Warner Greene CIRM Grant, Gilead Sciences Research 
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Steven Finkbeiner High Q Foundation Research Agreement

Fen-Biao Gao CIRM Grant, NIH Grant, NIH/National  
Institute of Mental Health Grant

Erik Roberson Anonymous gift

Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular Disease

Robert Farese, Jr. UCSF/Alzheimer’s Disease Research  
Center/National Institutes of Health (NIH) Subcontract

Deepak Srivastava California Institute of Regenerative 
Medicine (CIRM) Grants (2)

Gladstone Institute of Virology and Immunology

Sungyoo Cho Universitywide AIDS Research Program 
(UARP) Fellowship

Robert Grant Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Grant

 Announcements and Honors

Gladstone Institute of 
Cardiovascular Disease

Bruce Conklin has been cited by Scientif-
ic American for one of the top 50 achieve-
ments in business, policy, and research for 
the year 2007. Dr. Conklin and Peidong 
Yang, PhD, of UC Berkeley collaborated 
to demonstrate a new way to show how 
external signals affect the differentiation of 
embryonic stem (ES) cells into other types 
of cells. The scientists used nanoscale 
silicon wires embedded in mouse ES cells 
to deliver signals from their surround-
ing environments. The mouse cells then 
became heart cells, which survived and 
proliferated for several days. Drs. Conklin 
and Yan noted that the technique could 
be used to guide differentiation of stem 
cells into specific tissue types through 
electrical pulses or chemicals transmitted 
via nanowires.

Sylvaine Cases and Robert Farese, Jr., 
received patent #7,238,779 for “Acyl 
CoA:choloesterol acyltransferase 
(ACAT-2).” The invention consists of the 
nucleic acid compositions encoding all 
or part of novel ACAT proteins, includ-
ing ACAT-2, and methods of producing 
said nucleic acids and proteins. The pat-

ent covers ACAT-2 homologues found in 
plant and animal species and engineered 
variants of ACAT-2.

Gladstone Institute of  
Virology and Immunology

Ya-Lin Chiu was appointed as an as-
sistant investigator in GIVI (see story on 
page 13).

Warner Greene was appointed president 
of the Academic Alliance Foundation (see 
story on page 2).

Andrew Hebbeler was chosen as associ-
ate editor for the National Postdoctoral 
Association’s quarterly newsletter, The 
POSTDOCket.

Melanie Ott was appointed as an as-
sociate investigator in GIVI (see story on 
page 13).

Eric Verdin, Brian North, and Bjoern 
Schwer were issued U.S. Patent No. 
7,273,713 for “Methods of Modulating Mi-
tochondrial and NAD-Dependent Deacety-
lase.” Acetylating or deacetylating amino 
acid residues within a protein is an impor-
tant mechanism to regulate protein activity 
and function. The inventors developed 
an assay method that measures the extent 

to which test compounds modulate the 
activity of SIRT3 by measuring the change 
in level of substrate acetylation in the pres-
ence or absence of the test compound.

Gladstone Institute of  
Neurological Disease

Sarah Carter completed her PhD thesis 
requirements in the laboratory of Steven 
Finkbeiner.

Fen-Biao Gao was selected to serve as 
a member of the Synapses, Cytoskeleton, 
and Trafficking Study Section at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

Sean Pintchovski completed his PhD 
thesis requirements in the laboratory of 
Steven Finkbeiner.

Gladstone Administration

John LeViathan was re-elected to the 
Board of the National Postdoctoral As-
sociation.

Dan Oshiro served as co-program chair 
of the annual meeting of the Association 
of Independent Research Institutes in 
Washington, DC, in September 2007.



research.” She noted that her role is often in investing. “I try to 
make these groups prosper behind the scenes.”

Meanwhile, Robin and her husband Chris are raising their four 
young children ages 1–7. Balance is a word she uses often.

Robin credits her late mother with the influence and inspiration 
in this area. “She was a phenomenal woman who served the 
community, while raising seven children.” Balancing family with 
service and a love for tennis, hiking, and travel was an important 

Robin Richards Donohoe
Technology and Social Entrepreneur  
Brings Expertise to Gladstone

hile much of Robin Richards Donohoe’s career 
has been spent building technology companies, in the 

last decade, she has devoted an increasing amount of her 
time trying to solve major sociological and healthcare problems 
through her philanthropic efforts. Robin, a partner in the venture 
capital firms Draper International and Draper Richards L.P., 
has been focusing her investment savvy and strategic planning 
expertise helping philanthropic causes improve their financial 
strength and focus their resources.

Robin and her business partner, venture capital pioneer Bill Draper, 
began investing in early-stage technology companies domestically 
and in India in 1994. “The software outsourcing in India had just 
begun and the bubble was under way,” she said. With ideal timing 
as well as a solid investment strategy, by 2000, Robin and Bill 
recorded an annual return of 115% for their investors. “Equally 
gratifying,” Robin said, “we had started 80–90 companies and 
created more than 20,000 jobs around the world.”

At that stage, Robin and Bill—who she notes is one of her greatest 
inspirations and mentors—decided to put some of their fortune 
aside to give back to others. “We sold four companies to Microsoft 
and put that stock into an irrevocable non-profit foundation.”

In 2001, the Draper Richards Foundation was formed to “do for 
non-profits what we loved to do in the for-profit world—invest 
in early-stage social entrepreneurs who have a vision for changing 
the world,” she said. The foundation provides $100,000 per year 
for 3 years to enable the organization to build critical mass to 
attract funding from larger foundations. “We look at any ideas,” 
Robin says. “But they must be replicable, rolled out like a business. 
And the entrepreneur must have a great business mind.”

From “Little Kids Rock,” which trains teachers and provides 
instruments for music classes in schools, to “Room to Read,” 
which builds schools and libraries in Southeast Asia, the Draper 
Richards Foundation has funded and mentored 20 different 
organizations based on world-changing ideas.

Robin serves on seven boards in addition to supporting other 
causes such as the University of North Carolina and Stanford, 
where she earned her MBA. “I also feel strongly about two major 
issues: the poor state of public education in the U.S. and medical 
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“The attraction of Gladstone is its focus on three disease areas, the 
high quality of everything it does and its entrepreneurial spirit 
in terms of its relationships with companies like Merck to get its 
research out the door,” Robin said. “Also, the continued desire 
to be leading-edge in areas such as stem cell research makes 
Gladstone stand out.”

As a member of the Advisory Council and vice chair of the 
Strategic Planning Committee, Robin hopes to apply her abilities 
to help expand Gladstone’s reputation throughout the Bay Area 
and beyond. “I would love to see it become nationally known as 
the premier biomedical institution it is,” she said. She wants to 
contribute to the strategic development and leadership aspects 
of the organization.

Robin and Chris introduced 50 of their friends and associates 
to Gladstone by hosting the first “Science Salon” at their San 
Francisco home. The salon featured GICD’s Deepak Srivastava 
speaking informally and answering questions about stem cell 
research and heart disease.

“Stem cell research and its promise is one area that really interests 
me,” she said. “I’m so glad that Gladstone is taking a leadership 
role in this area.”

“The continued desire to be leading-edge
in areas such as stem cell research makes 

Gladstone stand out.”

lesson in Robin’s life. “We shared a love for adventure.” Her 
mother’s battle with multiple myeloma and most recent battle 
with frontal temporal dementia has also influenced Robin’s 
philanthropic efforts toward biomedical research.

Robin’s role at Gladstone began with brother-in-law Bob Farese, 
a senior investigator in the Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular 
Disease. “I had seen how diligently he worked with such a high 
caliber of people.”
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The Gladstone Advisory Council

A full meeting of the Advisory Council took place at Glad-
stone on Thursday, November 1, under the continued leadership 
of Chair Bill Price.

The evening began at 5:00 p.m. with meetings of three of the 
individual committees: Strategic Planning, Intellectual Property, 
and Community Relations. A reception in the library followed 
and then the Council moved to the Siegel-Reed Board Room for 
formal presentations.

Reports from the Trustees, the President, and the Chair focused 
on fundraising and the administrative costs of running a research 
institute. Trustee Andy Garb also presented Moe Cevallos, previ-
ous Chair of the Council, with an engraved gavel to commemo-
rate his support and leadership at Gladstone.

November 2007 Advisory Council Meeting

ADVISORY COUNCIL update

Committee reports followed led by Moe Cevallos and Sue Siegel, 
Chair of the Community Relations Committee. Ms. Siegel high-
lighted several programs under way to promote public awareness 
of the Gladstone name and to increase philanthropic support.

Each meeting includes a scientific presentation. At this meeting, 
Melanie Ott (GIVI) discussed the hepatitis C virus (HCV) and its 
unexpected connection with fat. Worldwide, it is estimated that 
170 million people are infected with HCV. Her laboratory stud-
ies the effect of certain proteins on HCV, and it is hoped that 
understanding the biology of these proteins will promote the 
development of novel therapeutic strategies against the disease.

The next meeting of the Advisory Council will take place on 
April 1, 2008.

The Advisory Council was established to help Gladstone develop its fundraising campaign, increase public awareness of Gladstone, 
and provide advice on translating discoveries into public health applications. The Council has grown to 32 members, all prominent 
leaders from science, biotechnology, venture capital, investment banking, and industry.
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(Top) Gladstone Trustee Andy Garb presents  
outgoing chair Moe Cevallos with an engraved  
gavel to commemorate his service to the Council.

(Middle) Council member Pat Christen  
shares insights with Holly Smith. 

(Bottom) Sue Desmond-Hellmann and GICD  
investigator Izzy Charo.

It is with great pleasure that we announce the addition of 
Charlyn Belluzzo, PhD, MBA, to the Gladstone Advisory 
Council. Charlyn’s nomination was suggested by Council 
member Pat Christen who describes Charlyn as a smart, 
high-energy, generous-spirited woman. Charlyn’s exten-
sive and varied background and international contacts 
in the research and business worlds certainly make her a 
valuable member of an already impressive group.

Charlyn has made sig-
nificant contributions in the 
areas of global health, re-
search, and adult education 
and is a frequent speaker 
and panelist at international 
forums and conferences. 
She applies her expertise 
in research, evaluation, 
and education in numer-

ous international settings. She is director of the Rwanda 
Community Development Alliance, facilitating programs 
spanning healthcare, education, agriculture, microfi-
nance, and security. Charlyn is also a faculty member of 
the Medical Knowledge Institute. Based in the Nether-
lands, the Institute provides programs that promote and 
improve the quality of healthcare as a human right in the 
developing world, with a particular focus on the issues of 
cancer care and HIV/AIDS.

Charlyn earned graduate degrees and received post-
graduate training from LaSalle University, University of 
Colorado School of Business, Georgetown University 
School of Medicine, and Tulane University School of 
Public Health and Tropical Medicine. She is a member 
of the United Nations Business Council, University of 
California Center for Global Health, American College of 
Healthcare Executives, Association of Clinical Research 
Professionals, and American College of Nutrition.

We welcome Charlyn Belluzzo and look forward to her 
advice and counsel.

—Shaundra Bason, Director of Development

Charlyn Belluzzo  
Joins Advisory Council
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