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Notes from the President

Gladstone Trustees Distinguished Award
Presented to Haile Debas and Holly Smith

As you know on
September 6, we had
a very special event
here at Gladstone to
honor two individu-
als who helped Glad-
stone to become the
great research center
that it is today: Haile
T. Debas, MD, and
Lloyd H. (Holly)

Smlth’ MD. Among (I to r) Richard Jones, Albert Dorman, Holly Smith, Haile Debas, Andrew Garb

the 100 guests were

many distinguished individuals, including the three
Gladstone Trustees; James Wyngaarden, former NIH
director; Mike Bishop, UCSF chancellor; Julius Kre-
vans, UCSF chancellor emeritus; David Kessler, UCSF
dean of medicine; Stephen Hauser, UCSF chair of neu-
rology; and many members of the Gladstone Adviso-
ry Council. We enjoyed an evening of excellent food,
wonderful entertainment from resident artists of the
San Francisco Opera, and most importantly, the op-
portunity to honor Holly and Haile.

Holly Smith has been a part of Gladstone from the start.
In 1978, he chaired the committee that selected me as
the founding director of GICD. Over the past nearly
three decades, he has maintained close and warm ties
with Gladstone while he served as UCSF’s chairman
of medicine and as associate dean. He helped to es-
tablish GIVI in the early 1990s and to recruit Warner
Greene. Were it not for Holly, we never would have
been able to put together a program with UCSF that
capitalized on our expertise in basic AIDS research
and UCSF’s outstanding capabilities in clinical stud-
ies and patient care.

For the past three
years, Holly has
been a special advi-
sor to me. He was
the key person in
helping to recruit the
30 extraordinary in-
dividuals who now
serve on our Ad-
visory Council. He
helped us to launch
our first fundraising
campaign, which has
succeeded in raising nearly $10 million this year.

Haile served as UCSF dean and then as dean and
chancellor during a period of significant growth for
Gladstone. His wise counsel and support were vitally
important in defining and fostering the interactions
between two very different organizations with many
common purposes. He helped to establish the joint
UCSF-Gladstone AIDS Research Center, which has
become one of the world’s premier centers of its kind
for basic and clinical studies, clinical medicine, and
community education. Perhaps most importantly, his
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vision and influence led to the creation of Mission Bay.
He also encouraged Gladstone to consolidate its three
institutes in one facility in Mission Bay, and he was a
key player in working out that complex project.

In addition to their work on behalf of Gladstone, Haile
and Holly are long-time friends of mine, and it was
a great personal pleasure for me to see them receive
the Trustees Award. I want to thank everyone here at
Gladstone who did so much to make this event a great

success. The excellence of those preparations is a true
reflection of the professionalism that all of you bring
to Gladstone every day.

—Bob Mabhley

A terrific new video describing Gladstone was shown at the
celebration. We have copies for everyone here at Gladstone,
and I hope you will pick one up at the receptionist’s desk and
see what makes Gladstone special.
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