
     
   

   
 

Bristol-Myers Squibb and the Gladstone Institutes Enter Three-Year 

Discovery Partnership in Alzheimer’s Disease  

(PRINCETON, New Jersey and SAN FRANCISCO, December 22, 2011) - 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company (NYSE:BMY) and the Gladstone Institutes today 

announced the formation of a discovery-based research collaboration to identify and 

validate novel targets in Alzheimer’s disease. 

Under the agreement, Bristol-Myers Squibb will fund Gladstone’s research efforts 

to identify targets that affect Tau dysfunction. Tau is a protein that binds the cell’s 

internal skeleton and may help regulate the activity of brain cells.  In Alzheimer’s 

disease, Tau forms abnormal deposits called neurofibrillary tangles, a hallmark pathology 

of the disease.  By identifying targets that prevent or reverse Tau dysfunction, Bristol-

Myers Squibb and Gladstone hope to identify novel therapeutic strategies to modify the 

course of the disease.     

“Bristol-Myers Squibb is committed to helping patients address the unmet 

medical need for effective treatments across the Alzheimer’s disease continuum, from 

predementia to severe disease, by developing and studying a broad and diversified 

portfolio of compounds directed at multiple pathologies and different mechanisms,” said 

Francis Cuss, MD, senior vice president, Discovery. “By leveraging the cutting edge 

expertise of the Gladstone Institutes in Alzheimer’s disease we are hoping that the 

scientific innovation in drug development that often happens at the crossroads of different 

disciplines will lead to a better understanding of the role of Tau in Alzheimer’s disease 

and, potentially, lead to the identification of new therapies for the treatment of this 

serious disease.” 

"We are delighted that Bristol-Myers Squibb will help us find new therapies for 

the millions touched by this devastating disease," said Lennart Mucke, MD, who directs 

neurological research at Gladstone. "This partnership should enable us to translate our 

 



scientific discoveries more quickly into solutions that alleviate the suffering of 

Alzheimer’s patients and their families around the world." 

 

About Bristol-Myers Squibb  

Bristol-Myers Squibb is a global biopharmaceutical company whose mission is to 

discover, develop and deliver innovative medicines that help patients prevail over serious 

diseases.  For more information, please visit www.bms.com or follow us on Twitter at 

http://twitter.com/bmsnews. 

 

About the Gladstone Institutes 

 Gladstone is an independent and nonprofit biomedical-research organization 

dedicated to accelerating the pace of scientific discovery and innovation to prevent illness 

and cure patients suffering from cardiovascular disease, neurological disease, or viral 

infections. Gladstone is affiliated with the University of California, San Francisco.  
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