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Editorial

Bringing biotech within reach

an Francizooia poisad for
what could be a major
increasein bioteshmology
busines ez, and not just
in the new Mizsion Bay neigh-
bearhiond where the state'astam
call institute iz headquarteread:
Firms al=o are eyeing locations in
ather parts of The City's south-
aast quadrant. A=swith other
denvelopment in their part of
toram, maary residantaol sout haast
neight=srhiood=s are worried that
the new businessea won't bring
thern mach benefit and that joba
will go to people from cutside
the area, with little opportumity
for nedghbarhiood residents. But
thiz afternocon agroap of San
Francizcanswill graduste from a
prograrn that breaks that mald,
ane designed totrain low-incorme
adults for good jobain the local
biotach industry
The On-Ramp training pro-
gramiza project of 8 FWorka,
a woirk-foree-devalaprnent affili-
ateof the San Francisco Chambsar
of Commmercethat is unded by
an arvay of loeal and national
cotporations and fundations
On-Ramp trains San Franeisco
regidents for biotachnology joba,
kaning toward selecting appli-

This afternoon a group of San Franciscans will
graduate from a program that breaks the mold, one
designed to train low-income adults for good jobs in

the local biotech industry.

cants from the Mission District,
the Bayview, Visitacion Valley and
Bernal Heighte. In doing s, it puia
the lie totwo pervasive roythe:
ane, that an advancad degrasis
necessary e amplopnentinthe
histech Geld, and twa, that. busi-
ness doesnt doamything to balp
low-income San Franciscars find
decent jobain the corrpaniss that
aperate here,

The reality iz that behind every
dactoral-level pessarch acientist
at a biotech company is acrew
of technici anz and support staif.
Mary afthesa jobe peywall and
provide benefits, making thema
good option for working-class San
Franeizcanzwho have families to
support. And manybusinesses
hzve a strong interest in devealop-
ing askillad loeal work fopee.

Thiz afterncaon the latest =lazs
of On-Ramp students will attend
agradustion caremory at the
Mission Bay campusof the J.

David Gladstone Iretitutas, the
UEEF-affiliated research organi-
zation. They will join 44 San
Francizcans who have alveady
complatad the program, of whom
thires out of four have gone o to
find jobe in biotachnology That
numkbsr represants only a timy
fraction of the need in The City's
sauthesat neighborhoeds, but it's
animportant sep in the right
diresction.

Progrars such as On-Rarap
anable adulta whe dor't have
the skills ar education they nead
o v benpond dead-end joba
Op-Ramp helps people help them-
galves, and its a great example
af haw hoth erployets and
kor-income workeracan achieve
mutual benefita, We wigh today's
gradusates good luck in their
luture carears and we hops hic-
technology cormpanies will find
suecesswith thess highly moti-
vated lozal workera



